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Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The book entitled Twenty Five Years of an Artist is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The publication consists primarily of artistic black and white or colour photographs, 
each of which is accompanied by a title or caption. There is also substantial text on the 
life and work of David Hamilton. Landscape and floral arrangements account for 
approximately one third of the photographic imagery. Female models (primarily 
adolescent girls) are the subject of the remainder of the photographs. Most of the 
models are naked or semi-naked. 

The combination of the following factors result in the book tending to promote and 
support the exploitation of children and young persons for sexual purposes: 

• the express sexualisation of children and young persons 

• the expectation that the viewer is aroused by this presentation of sexuality 

• the passive manner of the models' sexuality which allows the reader to generalise, 
anticipating a potent, omnipresent sexuality within any girl 

• Hamilton's apparent sexual involvement with girls and the description of a ’powerful 
erotic attraction' between himself and particular girls, including the models. 

The Classification Office sought the opinion of experts under s21 (1) regarding this 
publication. These opinions have been taken into account in the classification decision. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) has also been taken into account 
in the classification of this publication. Because s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993 takes precedence over si4 of the NZBR Act, no 
further consideration was able to be given. 
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